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Summary

During the 2009 SharePoint Conference, Christian Finn, Director of SharePoint Products for Microsoft,
commented that given current trends, building products on the SharePoint Platform is the “new black.” To
make his case, he cited the momentum of the SharePoint platform along with significant announcements from
companies building integration with SharePoint into their products and services. This white paper, designed
for Independent Software Vendors, software architects, ClOs, and other enterprise technology leaders picks up
this discussion by addressing the perceived limitations that may cause development companies to discount
SharePoint as a development platform when drawing up a technology roadmap - and illustrating the value of

leveraging SharePoint as a Web Application Development Platform for those organizations.












SharePoint Background

With SharePoint 2010, the names of the component
products have changed. The successor to Windows
SharePoint Services 3.0 is named Microsoft SharePoint
Foundation 2010 and the next version of Microsoft Office
SharePoint Server 2007 is named Microsoft SharePoint
Server 2010. The term “SharePoint 2010 is often used as
an umbrella term to refer to SharePoint services generically,
without being specific to SharePoint Foundation or
SharePoint Server. The developer story has also greatly
improved in SharePoint 2010. Whether building composite
applications without code or getting into Visual Studio and
building a packaged solution, there are many tools and
features available. In addition, the platform story has only
gotten better in 2010 and is becoming a key strategy for
the SharePoint product. This paper will dive into a few key
platform capabilities and reveal why they could be important
to your product development technology roadmap.

The SharePoint Team has done an excellent job of
establishing SharePoint as an "Application” and has made
major strides toward SharePoint being a “Platform”.
From developer tools to open-source communities to
development APlIs, it is clear that the SharePoint Product

Team does not intend SharePoint to be a “sealed” application.

To the contrary, SharePoint has evolved into a web
application development and integration framework for
Microsoft Developers to connect, extend, and build on.
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Throughout this white paper we will use the terms SharePoint 2003, SharePoint 2007, etc. when we need to differentiate between
releases of SharePoint. If necessary, we will use the license names/abbreviations (e.g., WSS v3, MOSS 2007), will be used.





